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When King Bhoja again on another occasion had made complete preparations for
the coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the sixteenth statue said: " O king,
he who has magnanimity like Vikramaditya's mounts this throne." And when the
king askt " Of what sort was that magnanimity ? " the statue said: " O king,
In Avantl-city, the noble King Vikrama. One time he took his army of four divi-
sions, and undertook to conquer the four quarters of the earth, and reduced beneath
his sway the whole number of kings, so that he was waited upon daily by dependents
bringing offerings of quantities of all the choicest riches of the entire earth-circle.
Once, as the king was seated in his assembly, the man charged with the care [avana]
of the king's pleasure-park spoke this manly word: " Sire, the noble King Spring,
the king of all the seasons, has taken possession of your park." When the king heard
this he went straightway with his attendants into that park. And having enjoyed
various sorts of play in each grove, at noonday he entered a banana-grove in which
many bananas were broken off [?]. There he took his seat within a pavilion decorated
in all splendor, upon a golden throne, and enjoyed for a time conversation with learned
men, giving attention to the mysteries of a multitude of arts, which were exhibited in
eager rivalry, each in turn, by thirty-six royal princes, each seated in his proper place.
At this time a preacher, at the command of the king, began to preach in clear language,
in order to prevent too great pleasure in the unprofitable round of existence. " O king,
1.   What is the use of kingship, wealth, stores of grain, fair ornaments for the
body, learning, great strength of arm, and eloquence of words, very noble birth,
an illustrious family line, or radiant masses of virtues, if the soul is not freed
from this very deep dungeon-house of the round of existence ? "
Hearing this the king said: " Preacher, speak further."   And he said:
2.   " Difficult is the way of existence, unfixt is (the hour of) death, hard to avoid
are diseases; hard to reach is the land of (pious) actions [?], and no hand is held
out to those who are falling.   One who wishes the transcendent bliss of salvation
must constantly reflect on this, by day and night, in his mind, with clear under-
standing, and must fix his thoughts on religion assuredly."
The king said: " Say something more."   Andfhe said:
3.   " The objects of sensual pleasure must necessarily pass from us, even tho they
abide with us a long time; what difference is there in the (manner of) separation
from them, that people do not give them up of their own accord ?   If they go of
their own will, they cause endless grief to the heart; but if one gives them up
of his own accord, it produces the infinite joy of peace."
Hearing this the king, astonisht at heart, reflected: " Ah, how true it is, that which
the preacher says!   For:
4.   Those very facts, the knowledge of which releases a man from taking delight
in existence here, may also bind him fast unto it.   Knowing that life is as un-
certain as a wave of water, he lives in pleasures; because fortune is as transitory
as a dream, he fixes his appetite on constant enjoyment; because youth is com-
parable to a mass of clouds, he passionately embraces women.
6, Abandon this wearisome dense thicket of the objects of sense. Find your
refuge in that better way, which in a moment is able to produce relief from all
suffering. Seek your own union with the Soulr and give up your own (separate)